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As the highly contagious Coronavirus, COVID-19, is affecting 222 countries and
territories around the world, Palestine attempts to contain a local outbreak that has
effectively halted daily life and led to tens of thousands of people entering quarantine.1

Although 2,886,013 individuals in the West Bank and Gaza Strip have been tested for
COVID-19, there remains a deficiency in the amount of testing kits, as there is an
increase in the number of individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19. 1,824,643
individuals in the West Bank and Gaza Strip took the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine
and 1,597,157 individuals are completely vaccinated.2
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Today, 10.01.2022, the Palestinian Minister of Health, Dr. Mai Al-Kela, announced that there are 392 new
people who have COVID-19, bringing the total cases to 473,302. Since Thursday, 06.01.2022, there has been
an overall increase of 1,270 cases in Palestine. The Ministry further indicated that there are a total of
464,228 recoveries and 4,993 deaths, while 4,081 remain active across the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
including occupied Jerusalem. Sources: The Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website, Ma’an News Agency and
Wafa News Agency

Today, the Palestinian Minister of Health, Dr. Mai Al-Kela, stated that the recovery rate from the Corona virus
in Palestine reached 98.2%, while the percentage of active infections was 0.8%, and the death rate was 1% of
the total infections. Sources: The Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website and Wafa News Agency

Today, the Palestinian Minister of Health, Dr. Mai Al-Kela, stated that she visited a number of departments
within the Palestine Medical Complex on Saturday to see the progress of work and to follow up on the
temporary water cuts in a number of departments. She declared that “The Complex was provided with the
necessary water needs by the National Security and Civil Defense agencies, and the Department of Civil
Defense. Water was the cause of the malfunction lying in the water pumps, and work is underway to fix
them.” The Ministry of Health is keen to inspect all workflows from the field and follow up the necessary
services in treatment centers. They will not hesitate to provide what is necessary for our people. Sources:
The Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website, Raya News Network and Wafa News Agency

Today, the Council of Ministers is discussing issues related to Jericho Governorate, as part of the governorate
visit program, as it will include projects and issues related to infrastructure, especially the construction of
schools and roads, land settlement, and reports on the security, financial, health and political conditions. Dr.
Mohammad Shtayyeh stated: “We have provided this governorate over the past two years with development
projects, and we are ready to provide more support to farmers in this governorate and livestock breeders, to
enable them to develop their work and protect their land. We also follow up with all parties and
international human rights organizations the difficult health condition of the prisoner Nasser Abu Hamid, and
we call on these organizations to pressure Israel for his immediate release, and we hold the occupation
authorities fully responsible for his life.” Sources: The Council of Ministers’ Website, Raya News Network and
Wafa News Agency

The Ministry of Health said today that six people have died of Covid-19 in Palestine in the last 24 hours while
392 new cases were confirmed. Yesterday, the Palestinian Ministry of Health declared “We call upon the
citizens to go to vaccination centers in the governorates to take anti-Coronavirus vaccines to protect
themselves and their families. We call upon the public to adhere to safety and prevention measures and to
wear masks.” Sources: The Palestinian Ministry of Health’s Website and Wafa News Agency
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1. Today, a car wash in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of Isawiyya was demolished. A plot 
of land was razed and the heavy machinery tore down the car wash. Sources: Wafa News 
Agency and Raya News Network

2. Today, at least 20 Palestinians were arrested from various parts of the occupied territories,
including a 17-year-old teen, according to local and Palestinian security sources.
Sources: Wafa News Agency and Ma’an News Agency

3. Today, Palestinian-owned lands to the south of the occupied northern West Bank city of
Nablus were razed in order to expand an illegal settlement of Yitzhar. Sources: Wafa News
Agency and Ma’an News Agency

4. Today, Palestinian commuters heading to or leaving Ramallah to the north of the occupied
West Bank city of al-Bireh were attacked with stones by settlers. Palestinian vehicles were
damaged causing panic among the commuters. Traffic was piled up as a result and people
were late arriving at their workplaces. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News
Network

5. Today, section 8 for Palestinian detainees in the Israeli prison of Megiddo, near the city of
Umm al-Fahm was raided and the belongings of the detainees were vandalized. Sources:
Wafa News Agency and Dunia Al-Wattan News Agency

6. Today, three sheep were killed and another three were injured belonging to a Palestinian
from the village of Al-Mughayir in the occupied West Bank province of Ramallah.Sources:
Wafa News Agency and Dunia Al-Wattan News Agency

7. Yesterday, Palestinian activists taking part in a tree-planting project near the village of
Burqa in the occupied West Bank province on Nablus were attacked. This was taking place
in memory of the Palestine Martyr Day. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News
Network

8. Yesterday, Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in occupied Jerusalem was broken into by dozens of
settlers. They performed rituals throughout its courtyards.Sources: Wafa News Agency and
Wattan News Agency
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Several attacks and arrests by the Israeli occupying forces took place across Palestine:
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Today, a ninth person involved in the deadly traffic accident last week north of Jericho that
claimed the lives of eight teenagers from the Nablus-area village of Aqraba has succumbed to
his wounds and was declared dead this morning. Source: Ma’an News Agency

The Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs Commission said a Palestinian prisoner from Nablus, in
the northern occupied West Bank, completed today 15 years behind Israeli bars. Prisoner Yousif
Abdel-Qadel al-Sahli is from Nablus’ Balata refugee camp and was arrested on charges of
membership and participation in Fatah movement and for resisting the occupation. Sahli is
currently being held in the Israeli Negev Desert prison. He was detained in 2007 at the age of 18
and sentenced to 30 years in jail. Source: Ma’an News Agency

The official in charge of the Corona file in the northern West Bank, Dr. Wissam Sbeihat said that
Palestine witnessed an increase in the infection index of the Corona virus since the beginning of
last week, and expectations of an increase in cases in the next few days. He pointed out that
there are 103 cases treated in hospitals and departments designated for Corona in the West
Bank, 58 of whom are in intensive care and 30 on artificial respirators. He states that the
infection with the new mutant "Omicron" has reached 191 cases until yesterday, and
expectations in the coming days is that "Omicron" will be the dominant strain in Palestine
because of its high speed of 3 to 4 times that of the previous mutant. Source: Ma’an News
Agency

The Citizenship Law, which bans the unification of Palestinian families and which was put
forward by Interior Minister Ayelet Shaked, was approved on Sunday by the Ministerial
Committee for Legislation six months after it was rejected by the Knesset plenum. Source:
Ma’an News Agency

The complainant asked the European External Action Service (EEAS) to grant him public access
to briefings concerning funding for civil society organisations in Palestine, which were drawn up
for the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. The EEAS denied access,
invoking an exception provided for under the EU's rules on public access to documents and
arguing that disclosure could undermine the EU’s international relations with Palestine and
Israel. The Ombudsman opened an inquiry and sought to inspect the documents in question.
Sources: Wafa News Agency, Ma’an News Agency and Raya News Network

Palestinian Finance Minister Shukri Bishara said Saturday that a US federal court has dismissed
a lawsuit filed by pro-Israel groups and individuals against the Palestinian Authority (PA), after
many years of legislation. He said a federal court in Manhattan, New York, has issued a ruling in
a case against the PA and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), demanding millions of
dollars in compensations in light of laws amended specifically to subject the PA and the PLO to
the jurisdiction of the American courts. “US District Judge Jesse Forman in Manhattan ruled to
dismiss the lawsuit, and considered the amended laws unconstitutional,” Bishara said. Sources:
Wafa News Agency, Ma’an News Agency and Raya News Network

Local and International Events 



Today, the Israeli Ministry of Health confirmed that total number of COVID-19 cases is
1,519,268, of which 8,269 died and 1,376,875 recovered. According to the Health Ministry’s
statistics, of the 134,124 active cases in Israel, 222 are in critical condition. Sources: Ma’an
News Agency and https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/#countries.

• Global COVID-19 cases “increased sharply," the World Health Organization said in its
weekly epidemiological update, with the Americas region showing the largest jump.

• The Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is 91% effective in preventing multisystem
inflammatory syndrome (MIS-C) in adolescents age 12 to 18, according to a study published
Friday by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

• Thousands of flight cancellations and delays continue in the US as airlines struggle with
workers calling out sick with COVID-19.

• With hospitalizations in children under 5 reaching the highest they’ve been over the course
the pandemic, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Dr. Rochelle
Walensky urged parents to surround their young children with people vaccinated against
COVID-19.

• The Biden administration has signed its first contract with a test manufacturer as part of
President Biden's efforts to distribute half a billion free rapid tests throughout the country,
a White House official confirms to CNN.

• President Biden said: "I don't think Covid is here to stay. But having Covid in the
environment here and in the world is probably here to stay. But Covid as we're dealing with
it now is not here to stay. The new normal doesn't have to be. We have so many more
tools we're developing and continuing to develop that can contain Covid and other strains
of Covid.”

• Spain surpassed 7 million COVID-19 cases since the start of the pandemic, with 242,440
new cases registered since Wednesday, the country's health ministry reported Friday.

Following are links of useful resources for information and updates on COVID-19:

1. http://www.corona.ps/details
2. https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-coronaviruses
3. https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1
4. https://www.moh.gov.ps/portal/en/

If you would like more information, please contact the World Health Organization through WhatsApp on: +41798931892.  
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